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The European 
Chemical Industry at a 
crossroad: 
competitiveness at 
the top of the policy 
agenda

 



In just 30 years,
our industry will 
have to change 
not only how we 
produce but also 
what we produce

climate neutral
Going Going circular

Going digital
sustainable chemicals
Transition to safe and

Double
twin

transition

Our industry was one of 
the first to support the EU 
Green Deal. 

We have the ambition to 
go climate neutral by 
2050.



EU27 Chemical Industry

Latest economic developments
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but Europe is still a net exporter of chemicals
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Chemicals made in Europe are losing share in the EU27 domestic market
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Domestic market share: 
Chemicals made in Europe 
losing share in the 
domestic EU27 market over 
the past years (from 82% in 
2003 to 70% in 2023)

Import intensity: 30% of 
EU27 chemicals 
consumption is attributable 
to non-EU27 imports, far 
above the 18% generated 
in 2003.



In a recovering global market, the European chemical production declines 
sharply
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Sources : Eurostat, Cefic

Annual production evolution, in volume
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This crisis is unprecedented in terms of length
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Sources : Eurostat, Etude Advancy pour France chimie
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We need a comprehensive, integrated industrial policy package
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Demand
Sustainable 
production

Sustainable 
products

Costs

Innovate & 
Invest

Energy
Administrative/regulatory
Raw materials
Labour



The Antwerp Declaration
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Declaration website
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Politico 16/05/24

“FROM ANTWERP 
DECLARATION TO 
DIALOGUES: The Antwerp Decl
aration was, by 
Brussels standards, the smash 
hit of the season.”

The Antwerp Declaration for a European Industrial Deal (antwerp-declaration.eu)

https://antwerp-declaration.eu/
https://antwerp-declaration.eu/
https://antwerp-declaration.eu/


The Antwerp Declaration calls to support the business case for investments in Europe, to complement the EU Green 
Deal goals and safeguard quality jobs in Europe.



European Council – Strategic Agenda 2024-2029
The strategic agenda sets the EU’s priorities and its strategic orientations for the institutional cycle 2024-2029. As 
such, it guides the work of the EU institutions.
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A prosperous and competitive Europe
- A deeper single market, notably for energy, finance and telecom
- reduce the bureaucratic and regulatory burden at all levels, and 

simplify, accelerate and digitise administrative procedures
- significant collective investment efforts
- ambitious, robust, open and sustainable trade policy
- reduced harmful dependencies, and diversified and 

secure strategic supply chains

“We will build up our own capacity in 
sensitive sectors and key technologies [..], 

such as defence, space, artificial 
intelligence, quantum technologies, 

semiconductors, 5G/6G, health, 
biotechnologies, net-zero technologies, 

mobility, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and 
advanced materials.” 



The “Draghi Report”
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Includes nearly 200 policy proposals 



EUROPE's CHOICE 

Political Guidelines for the next 
European Commission 
2024-2029
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Key pillars for the next European Commission
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Some of the measures announced  under this pillar

• Reduce administrative burden 
and simplify  legislation 

• Single Market
• Competition policy 
• SME & competitiveness check

A new plan for Europe’s sustainable 
prosperity and competitiveness

1

• Implement the Green Deal
• Bring down energy prices
• Industrial Decarb. Accelerator Act
• Invest in clean energy 

infrastructure 
• Access to energy & raw materials

• Chemicals Industry 
Package incl REACH and 
PFAS

• Critical Medicines Act  
• Circular Economy Act 

• Public investment to 
leverage and de-risk private 
capital for clean and 
strategic tech investment

• Revision of Public 
Procurement Directive

• European Competitiveness 
Fund  (support IPCEIs)

• CMU

• European Biotech 
Act 

• Increase research 
spending



Recent EU political 
developments



Composition of the new European Parliament
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Commissioner-designates
pending hearings 
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• Each candidate received a Mission letter 
• New Commission, new approach

The priorities set in the Political Guidelines are connected and 
impact each other. Every member of the College will be equal 
and has the responsibility to deliver and cooperate across 
their portfolio in the spirit of collegiality



What about 
chemicals
legislation? 

Notes and references



REACH Revision? 

A more circular and resilient economy
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Thank
you

Notes and references

About Cefic

Cefic, the European Chemical Industry Council, founded in 1972, is the voice
of large, medium and small chemical companies across Europe, which
provide 1.1 million jobs and account for 15% of world chemicals production.
Cefic members form one of the most active networks of the business
community, complemented by partnerships with industry associations
representing various sectors in the value chain. A full list of our members is
available on the Cefic website.

Cefic is an active member of the International Council of Chemical
Associations (ICCA), which represents chemical manufacturers and
producers all over the world and seeks to strengthen existing cooperation
with global organisations such as UNEP and the OECD to improve chemicals
management worldwide.

The European Chemical Industry Council, AISBL – Rue Belliard, 40 - 1040 Brussels – Belgium
Transparency Register n°64879142323-90
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